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For most of her life, Jenny Maarman wanted to
sing. But she always believed her voice was too
dark (thick, she calls it). But then Agri's got
falent (AGT) came her way. And opened many
new doors...

Jenny was born on Diemerskraal Farm beftween
Wellington and Malmesbury. Jenny is still on Diemerskraal, living right next to her dad, and her sister is
just on the opposite side of the road.

“One big happy family, and it makes me happy!” she beams. That's another thing about Jenny, she
has this infectious smile that gets you info the same frame. She did almost everything on the farm,
from picking fruit to harvesting to pruning vines and planting vegetables. She worked very hard for
many years on the farm because, Daan Morkel, the owner, is a good man, a fair man, giving
everybody a second chance, Jenny will tell you. He never judged her.

Jenny’s life was on track. She did very well at school, wanting to do and be everything. Most of all,
she wanted to sing. But she never believed she could. "I always thought my voice was too thick, too



low!” she explains. Be that as it may, life happened and she fell pregnant in her matric year and
subsequently failed matric. But never failed her daughters.

“Bringing up my daughters, we were a group of nine mothers and we took turns looking after the
group of kids. Mr Morkel then decided we should get more training doing this and sent us to weekly
classes at the Breytenbach Centre in Wellington to learn to run a creche. Eventually, he chose me to
run the whole creche on Diemerskraal. | look after the little ones in the morning and run a care
centre for the school kids in the afternoons. And my own two as well. | love kids! | am so grateful, but
still no matric!”

Maybe at that stage, she did not believe she was capable of achieving her matric, but just about
then Agri's got talent crossed paths with Jenny. Things were about to happen.

“I had to send in a WhatsApp of me singing, but | didn't tell anybody about it. | still believed my
voice was too thick. | said nothing, | wanted fo lose on my own, with nobody knowing. So | recorded
my song. No backiracks! Just birds singing along ... Af first, | thought, forget it, but somehow | sent it
in. Still, nobody knew. Remember, | want to lose this thing alone. Me and my thick voice.”

Weeks later she got a phone call. Somebody from AGT wanted to know her address. She gave it,
and slowly it dawned on her that this might rather be good news than bad news. “Then after that, a
friend told me to look on Facebook, | was featuring and | thought, how can it be, me and my thick
voice? We stayed three night at Goudini Spa and trained together. Hearing the other contestants
sing made me more afraid of anything ever in my life. | thought of playing sick, not wanting to
expose myself against this talent! What was | thinking2!”

Be that as it may, the AGT gala event and at the end of it, Jenny's fabulous “thick” voice won her
second spot.

“The thing is, the competition and coming second at first meant less than the realisation that musical
experts rated me. It dawned on me, | can sing! | am better than | ever believed of myself! | can...”
Noft only singing but she has already been asked to do commercial voice-overs. The world is
beginning to love that “thick” voice, it seems. All the while boosting Jenny's confidence.

That is when she decided that she is going to finish her matric. And she also started writing songs,
setting it to music:

Ek wil hoog vlieg saam met die wind

ek wil vry wees net soos 'n kind

ek is dankbaar en die min kan ek aanvaar
want ek sweef hoog, hoér as die wind.

“It's this Agri's got Talent thing that got me going. | now just want to be more, do more.”



One trigger is all that it takes. A frigger called Agri's Got Talent. For more than half of her life, Jenny
made herself believe that not getting her matric was ok, she was doing well without it. And she was!
Still'is. She managed to become the créche teacher for Diemerskraal on merit, looking after the
future of Diemerskraal. She managed to look after her kids. Yet sfill, all the while watching her eldest,
now already in Grade 10, getting closer to her own matric.

“All my life | wanted to be a teacher or a social worker,” Jenny explains. I am already a creche
teacher. | love these kids. After matric, | will become a formal teacher. And stay with these kids. And
sing. And make music. Life is beautiful.”

Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination and life to everything,
Plato once said.

Go getit, Jenny.

Contestants enter the competition by sending voice recordings or videos via WhatsApp to 082 372 1577 or email
to agrisgottalent@gmail.com. Entries opened in March 2021 and close 20 July 2021. Songs can be performed in
any genre, so whether you're into pop, RnB, acoustic, rap, or classical, Agri’s Got Talent wants to hear it all!

The Top 10 finalists all receive blended voice, media and social media training. This includes participation in a
fraining week where all finalists also receive make-overs (including clothes and a self-care package). Finalists
also take part in self-development workshops. These workshops specifically aim to grow finalists’ self-confidence.
Also fo feach them the importance of taking ownership of one’s own actions and soft skills like conflict, money
and fime management. They do not only use these skills in their music careers but also apply it at their individual
workplaces within agriculture.

The Top 3 finalists are announced at a gala event (subject to Covid compliance requirements) after the training
week where all finalists perform 2 songs in front of a panel of knowledgeable judges selected by the sponsors.

TO ENTER:

WhatsApp a sound clip of no longer than 3 minutes to 082 372 1557 or e-mail: agrisgottalent®@gmail.com

INCLUDE:

¢ Name & surname

e Date of birth

e Own cell phone number

¢ Name of farm / cellar / pack house

e Job description

¢ Howlong you have been working on the farm, in the pack house or cellar
e Nearest fown

e Supervisor name and cell phone number

Join the AGT community and find the latest news and action on Facebook www.facebook.com/agrisgottalent
or visit www.agrisgottalent.com.

ANYTHING ELSE? Please contact Thea van Zyl at thea@hortgro.co.za or 021 870 2900 for more information.
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